Decenber 11, 1945

Dr. Van K. Potter

¥savrdle demorial Ladoratory
Unlversity of wisconsin
Madison, Wisconsin

Dear Vang

1 suppose you have r:23 the paper by ‘oods and duBuy that appesred in
the last issue of Solence. I must comfess 1 fini it a 1itile d1fficult to umler-
stand hos they can state that "there is po evidenoce for a diffuse cytoplasmic
hereditary system” or that " the development of simple non-hereditary cytoplasmic
proteins intoc hereditary systems 1s entirely without experimental proof."” Appar-
ently the fellows not only do not read the literaturs but in addition fail to
investizate ths papers cited In those papusrs they do rewl, and finally they mis-
understand or 40 not read the papers they cite, e.z. in the case of Marshak and
Yalker whose data ooull be used %o explain pneumopcoscus transformation in terzs
of nuclesar-sytoplasmlic interchange but 1s, it seems to me, inadequate of
Sonnebora's killer story.

It i3 amuein: to find in a paper whose s¢ole purpose is apparently the
establishinz of priority over an! idea, the scommisslion o7 the same error it is
presumably deorying. This may teash these fellows not to pubiish in Pnyte-
pathology anyway.

It agems to me profitless to enter into an argument with them as to
whether the sytoplasmis hereditary units are "partisulate"” or “diffuse”, which
is thelr main point. This wsould only lead into smother of those interminable
meaningless vorballstic dlsaussions of shioh blology already has its full share,

By the way 1 wrote to Schneider asking him to seni me his method for
nusleis aclds which ycu mentioned. e are awfully anxious to et started and
would rather not walt until tie Sovember JBC comes out.

Sincerely yours,

S. Splegelman

55 MM



